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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is responsive to Applicant's amendment and request for 
reconsideration of application 10/083,445 filed on August 8, 2007. 

The amendment contains original claims: 24, 26, 34-36, 63, 65, 69, 71 , 73-75. 

The amendment contains previously presented claims: 27-28, 30-32, 64, 66-67, 
70, 72. 

The amendment contains amended claims: 17, 22, 25, 29, 56, 62, 68. 
Claims 1-16, 18-21, 23, 33, 37-55, 57-61 and 76-78 have been canceled. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Attorney Steven Phillips on October 1 1 , 2007. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Independent claim 17 has been amended to claim: 

Receiving at one or more server systems ** over an electronic communication 
path ** a request from within a purchasing entity... 
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Receiving at the one or more server systems ** over the electronic 
communication path ** transaction data associated with a transaction completed using 
the payment mechanism and generating ** by an automated procedure ** a 
synthesized purchase request. . . 

Independent claim 56 has been amended to claim: 

... one or more server systems configured to receive ** over an electronic 
communication path ** a request from within a purchasing entity... 

...to receive at the one or more server system ** over the electronic 
communication path ** transaction data associated with a transaction completed using 
the payment mechanism and generate **byan automated procedure ** a synthesized 
purchase request... 

Claim 30 has been amended to claim: 

...wherein the network interface comprises [the] an interface to the Internet. 

Claim 62 has been amended to claim: 

...based upon an occurrence of one [ofe] or more selected... 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 17, 22, 24-32, 34-36, 56 and 62-75 allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art 
fails to teach or suggest the limitations of the independent claims. 

Independent claim 17 discloses a method for operating a server-based system to 
provide dynamic management of payment mechanisms, comprising: 

Receiving at one or more server systems over an electronic communication path 
a request from within a purchasing entity to make available certain purchasing 
capabilities to provide pre : approved purchasing authority with respect to a payment 
mechanism; 

Communicating, prior to a purchase associated with the payment mechanism, 
from the one or more server systems to a payment card processing system at a 
payment card processor to obtain information representing approval parameters 
associated with the payment mechanism, the payment card processing system being a 
system that processes transactions initiated using the payment mechanism based upon 
approval parameters associated with the payment mechanism, the approval parameters 
being stored by the payment card processing system; 

Sending from the one or more server systems to the payment card processing 
system adjustment instructions to adjust the approval parameters for the payment 
mechanism so that the purchasing capabilities to provide the pre-approved purchasing 
authority are available prior to the purchase; 
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Receiving at the one or more server systems over the electronic communication 
path transaction data associated with a transaction completed using the payment 
mechanism and generating by an automated procedure a synthesized purchase request 
filled out with the transaction data received from the payment card processing system to 
be submitted to a purchasing management system for approval according to purchasing 
policies for the purchasing entity as if the purchase request was submitted prior to the 
transaction; and 

Sending from the one or more server systems to the payment card processing 
system adjustment instructions to reset the approval parameters at the card processor 
after the purchase. 

Dependent claims 22, 24-32 and 34-36 are allowable as they follow from the 
allowable independent claim 17. 

Independent claim 56 discloses a server-based system for providing dynamic 
management of payment mechanisms, comprising one or more server systems 
configured to receive over an electronic communication path a request from within a 
purchasing entity to make available certain purchasing capabilities to provide pre- 
approved purchasing authority with respect to a payment mechanisms, with a payment 
card processing system, at a payment card processor to obtain information representing 
approval parameters associated with the payment mechanism that are stored and used 
by the payment card processing system to process transactions initiated using the 
payment mechanism based upon the approval parameters associated with the payment 
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mechanism, to send to the payment card processing system adjustment instructions to 
adjust the approval parameters for the payment mechanism so that the purchasing 
capabilities to provide the pre-approved purchasing authority are available prior to the 
purchase, to receive at the one or more server system over the electronic 
communication path transaction data associated with a transaction completed using the 
payment mechanism and generate by an automated procedure a synthesized purchase 
request filled out with the transaction data received from the payment card processing 
system to be submitted to a purchasing management system for approval according to 
purchasing policies for the purchasing entity as if the purchase request was submitted 
prior to the transaction, and to send to the payment processing system adjustment 
instructions to reset the approval parameters at the card processor after the purchase. 

Dependent claims 62-75 are allowable as they follow from the allowable 
independent claim 56. 

The primary difference between the claimed invention and the prior art is 
receiving over the electronic communication path transaction data associated with a 
transaction completed using the payment mechanism and generating by an automated 
procedure a synthesized purchase request filled out with the transaction data received 
from the payment card processing system to be submitted to a purchasing management 
system for approval according to purchasing policies for the purchasing entity as if the 
purchase request was submitted prior to the transaction. 

The prior art by Watson et al. (Patent 6,226,624 B1 ) discloses the pre- 
authorization of account transactions, where pre-approval is provided based on limits for 
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dollar value, transaction type, or other variables, and wherein the pre-authorization is 
dynamic in nature with changes authorized prior to a purchase. However, Watson does 
not disclose creating a synthesized purchase request using transaction data from the 
credit card processor for generation and submission of a purchase request to a 
purchasing management system for approval. 

Additionally, Bissonette et al. (US 6,343,279 B1) discloses integrating credit card 
transactions into a financial management system. Levels of control are used for 
managing purchase limits within an organization wherein a purchase order is completed 
prior to a transaction and then a bank statement is used upon receipt for reconciliation 
for outstanding purchase orders and transactions, where a pre-assigned approval code 
is used for reconciling the transactions. However, Bissonette does not disclose creating 
a synthesized purchase request using transaction data from the credit card processor 
for generation and submission of a purchase request to a purchasing management 
system for approval. 

Non-patent literature in the San Antonio Express, "Your Turn", discloses dynamic 
approval parameters wherein a user is authorized for a transaction even if that 
transaction causes the user to go over a credit limit, at which time a fee is charged by 
the credit card company. However, "Your Turn" does not disclose where this 
transaction data is sent to a purchasing management system for the generation and 
submission of a purchase request into the system. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached at 571-272-6702. The fax number for the 
organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see <http://pair-direct.uspto.gov> . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). \ ~k \" 
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